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PROCEEDINGS 


Of the gelical, Lutheran Synod of the State of North 
and ‘adjacent parts, held in May, 1833. 


to the Ministers and La ydelegates, 
Within the district of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of N. Carolitia, 
convened on the Thursday before the third Sunday in May, 1833, fof 
the transaction of business: The Brethren united in singing an hymn, 
and the President consfitated the Synod’ with prayer.- | 

The ordained Ministers present were 

Rev'd Henry Grazer, President, 
Arrz, Secretary, 
Jacos ScHERER. 
_ Licentiates—Rev'd Jacos Grixson, 
Rorurock. 

Lay Representativées—Mr. John M. Walcher, Savages Church, 
Rowan County. Mr. John Clapp, Graves Church, Orange County. 
Mr. Andrew Scherer, Richland Church, Randolph County. Mr. T. 
J. Myers, Washington Church, Va. Mr. Martin Ripple, Stokes Ce. — 
N.C. Mr. Benjamin Fraily, Salisbury, Rowan County. Mr. Theo- 
bald Lentz, Treasurer, Rowan County. 

The Clerical members absent were: Rev'd G. Schober, Rev. Wm. 
Jenkins, Rev’d Jacob Miller, Daniel Scherer, Adam Grimes, and An- 
drew Seechrist. 

The President read his report, (see Apendis, No. 1. ) which was ac- 
cepted and laid on the table. 

The members then proceeded to the election of officers fot tlhe en- 
suing year, which was held by ballot, and on counting the votes it ap- 
peared that the following brethren were chosen : 

Rev'd H. Graser, President, 
Wa. Artz, Secretary, 
Mr. Ltntz, Treasurer. 
The Secretary, by request, informed the Synod, that the Rev. John 
Crawford, of the German Reformed Church, was appointed to attend 
the present Session of this body, as a delegate from the classics of that 
Church in this State ; but could not attend on account of bodily indis- 


position. 
Regolved, that the reading of the Minutes of the Session in 1832, 


omitted. 


The President requested all the letters and petitions addressed to 
him, and intended for the Synod, to be handed in, which were arrang- 
ed and numbered by the Secretary. 

Resolved, that Committees be appointed:by the President to exam- 
ine and report on them. 
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Wo. 1, was referred to Rev’d Jacob Scherer and Theobald Lentz. 

No. 2, was referred to the Rev’d Samuel Rothrock and John Clapp. 

No. 3, was referred to the Rev’d Wm. Artz, Rev’d Henry Graber, 
and John M. Walcher. 

No. 4, was referred tothe Rev’d Jacob Scherer, and And. Scherer. 

No. 5, was referred to Rev'd Jacob Scherer, Thomas Myers, and 
Benjamin Frrailey. 

On motion, resolved, that the Synod adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 o 'elock, and that we attend to preaching. 

The Rev'd Jaeob Grieson delivered a discourse in the German lan- 
guage from Matt. 13th ch. 47th to the 51st verse: ““ Again the king- 
dom of Heaven is like unto a net that-was east into the sea, and gath- 
ered of every kind. Which, when it was full, they drew tw shore, & 
sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.— 
So shall it be in the end of the world: the angels shall come forth and 
sever the wicked from the just. And shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”’ 


Friday morning, May 8d. 
Prayer by the Secretary. 
The Committee, to whom was referred the examination of No. 1. 
eonsisti:g of letters, beg leave to report as follows : : 
(a.) A letter from the Rev'd Daniel Scherer, containing pleasing 
information of his success in forming a congregation in Hillsboro, Il- 
linois, consisting of 35 communing members; also his parochial re- 


port and request to be excused for not attending the present session of 


this Synod. 
We reeommend that his excuse be accepted. 
(6.) A letter from the Rev’d Wm. Jenkins, in whieh ‘he requests 
Synod to excuse his absense, the distance being 500 miles, &c. Con- 


taining also his parochial report, and ardent wish that the blessings of 
God may attend all our deliberations. 


We recommend that he be excused. | 
c.) A letter from the Rev’d G. Haltiwanger, who was appointed 


as Delegate by the Synod of South-Carolina, to attend the present seg- 
sion of this body. 


We recommend that it be read before the Synod. 7 
(d.) A letter from the Rev'd G. Schober, containing his excuse for 


not attending this Synodical Meeting, on account of indisposition in 
his family, and his best wishes for all the brethren. 


We recommend that he be excused, and that he take charge of some 
of his former Congregations. 


submitted, 


- JACOB SCHERER, Chairman. 
Resolved, that the above report on letters be adopted. 
The letter addressed to this Synod, by the Rev’d G. Haltiwanger, 


who was appointed a delegate to this Synod, by the Synod of South 
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but’ was from attending by local 

Resolved, that we express our pleasure and satisfaction on having 
-yeceived a letter from the Rev'd Delegate of the Lutheran § ynod of 

South Carolina, and that the Rev’d’ Wm. Artz be appointed to attend 

its next Session. 

The Committee, to whom was referred No. 2, for examination, re- 
port that it contains Minutes of Sister Synods; viz: of New York, 
of East, and West Pennsylvania, Ohie, Maryland and South Carolina. 

In the Minutes of the New York Synod there is nothing particular, 
except the resolution, which refers to this as well as other Synods, viz; 
a that.our Sister Synods of the Lutheran Church in the U. 
requested to forward through their Secretaries annualy aco. 
pret coped respective Minutes to the Theological Society of Hartwick 

inary, N. Y.” 

In the Minutes of the Synod of East Pennsylvania they acknow. 
ledge the receipt of 9 copies of the Minutes of this Synod. 

In the Minutes of the Synod of West Pennsylvania we found noth- 
ing in reference to this Synod, except, that they ordered the usual 
oe of copies of its minutes to be sent to all - Synods of our 

uch: 

In the Minutes of the Synod of Ohio \ we e found that they ordered 12 

copies of their Minutes to be sent to this Synod. 
The Minutes of the Synod of Maryland contain a resolution, that 
their proceedings be published in the « «‘ Lutheran Observer,” that there- 
fore 400 extra copies >i printed for the use of the Synod, of which 
number 15 were ordered to be sent to this Synod. 

This Synod organized a Tract Society, called the “‘ Tract Society 
ef the Lutheran Church.” the officers of this Society we find 
a member of this Synod, our venerable father Schober, as one of the 
Vice Presidents. 

In the Minutes of the Lutheran Synod of South Carolina, we found 
that they ordered 5 copies of their Minutes to be sent to each Luther- 
an Synod in the U. States. 

We recommend that this Synod manifest its friendship to our Sister 
Synod, by sending them a certain number of copies of our Minutes, 


Respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL ROTHROCK, Chairman. 


On motion, resolved, that the report of the Committee on No. 2. 
be adopted. 

The Committee appointed to examine the papers No. 3 would state 
with deep regret, that they contain several accusations against the Rev. 
Andrew Seechrist, which effect his character and usefulness as a Min- 
ister of Christ; that we believe, we have all the evidence necessary 
to a just decision of his case; ahd are of opinion that he should be 
immediately suspended from the exercise of clerical functions in our 
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Churches, until he shall give, for the space of six months, satisfactory 
evidence of penitent, humble and edifyingconduct. - ° 


Submitted with deference, 
| WILLIAM ARTZ,, Chairman. 

On motion, resolved, that the report of the Committee on No. 3 be 
adopted. 

Resolved, that the ‘Rev'd President address a letter to the Rev’d 
A. Seechrist and his congregation; assuring them-of the christian 
care and friendship exercised toward them by this Synod—exhorting 
them to abide by the word of God, enforcing true faith, godliness and 
charity ; to walk in fear and selfabasement; and to pray the Lord to 
@o-allin-and-for them ;~and that they may: do nothing “of themselves; 
lest, by doing otherwise, they confound not only themselves and us, 
but ‘the Gospel, and Christ be wounded in the house of his friends. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the examination of No. 4, 
containing the President’s report, beg leave to say that the President 
has merited the thanks of this Synod for the faithful performance of his 
official duties, and recommend that an extract of his report be printed 
with the Minates. (See Appendix, No, 2.) 

We recommend, that the Rev’d Samuel Rothrock receive a suffi- 
elent compensation for his missionary services, and that he be request- 
ed, if practicable, to take charge of the Lutheran Congregation in Ire- 
dell county, or to visit the same as frequently as possible ;—that the 
Rev'd President visit his former Congregations in Lincoln county 
twice during this year, if convenient, and Rev'd 8. Rothrock twice. 

We recommend that the Rev’d President be requested to write a 

friendly letter to brother Jacob Miller, requesting him to take charge 
of the Congregations in Davidson and Stokes Counties, formerly un- 
der his care, by their consent, except those which the Rev'd Schober 
is willing to serve; that the youth may be catechised and the. ordin- 
ances of our holy religion may be dispensed and enjoyed. 
We recommend, that a Missionary be procured as soon as possible 
to itenerate and preach, and instruct the children in our destitute Lu- 
theran Churches in N. C. and Wythe, Smith and Washington Coun- 
ties, Va. and that the Ministers and members of our Church exert 
themselves to procure contributions to remunerate him for his labors. 

We recommend, that our brethren of the. Ministry have the privi- 
lege to use any of the books belonging to this Synod; and that agents 
be appointed to collect the books called “ Luther,” and expose them 
ty sale, as the President may direct. 

Respectfully submitted, 


JACOB SCHERER, Chairman. 
On motion, resol ved, that the above with the amendments be adopted, 
Resolved, that: the President appoint | agents and instruct them to 
collect .and sell the books called “ Luther.” 
Whereupon the Rev'd G. Schober, Capt. Christopher Brown od 
Mr, Theobald Lentz, were appointed for this purpose. 
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‘The Committee appointed to examine No. 5, state that it consists of 
three petitions: one from the Rev’d Jacob Grieson, which is referred 
to the Ministerium ; the other two we' recommend to read before the 
Synod. Submitted with deference, 

JACOB SCHERER, Chairman. 

Resolved, that the above report be adopted. 

The Secretary then read before the Synod the memorial from Wythe 
County, Va. containing an account of the formation of a Lutheran Con- 
gregation, by theassiduous labors of the Rev’d Jacob Scherer. 

Resolved, that the Synod express their approbation of the laudable 
efforts of brother Jacob Scherer.in forming and organizing a Lutheran 
Church called Bethel,” on the head waters of Walkers’ Creek—and 
that we receive it into full communion with us, upon their voluntary 
submission te the good order and discipline of our Lutheran Zion. 

I believe I speak the sentiments of all the brethren, when I say, 
(though through inadvertence we omit doing so when together,) that 
the same is due to the Rev'd Daniel Scherer, for his process in forming 
and establishing a Congregation, during the last Synodical year, in 
Hillsboro, Illinois, within the bounds of this Synod, and which, we 
hope, will be placed under its direction as soon as practicable. 

Another letter was read containing a request from St. Paul’s Church 
Wythe county, to be favored with the next session of this body. 

erbal petitions were also received for the next Synodical Session 
to be held in Union and St. John’s Church, Rowan county, and also 
in St. John’s Church, Cabarrus county. 

The Treasurer handed in his atcount for examination. 

Resolved, that the President appoint a committee to examine and 
report on the same. Whereupon the Rev’d Samuel Rothrock, Rev'd 
Jacob Grieson, and John Clapp, were appointed for this purpose. 

_ Resolved, that we adjourn & attend to the exercises of divine worship. 

Closed with prayer by the Rev’d Jacob Scherer. 

In the afternoon, the Rev’d Samuel Rothrock delivered a discourse 
from Rev. 2 ch. 4,5 verses.—*‘ Nevertheless, I have somewhat a- 
gainst thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do thy first works; or else 
I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of 
its place, except thou repent.” 


The following contributions were made to the Synodical funds. 


St. Paul’s Church, Wythe County, por Rev. Jacob Scherer, $3 164 
Kimberling’s - - - 100 
Berk’s Garden, - - - 
Zion's - - - 3 45 
Richland Church, Randolph county, : per Andrew Scherer, 1 20 
Coble’s do. Guilford county John Clapp - 0 65 
Hopewell do. Stokes county Martin Ripple, - 2 00 
Union do. Rowan county Benjamin Fraily, - 2 00 
St.John’sdo. Salisbury, . 2 00 
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@t,John’sch. Cabartuscounty H. Graber 
Organ do. Rowan county pike 


, Paid over to the Treasurer Theobald Lentz. 


PAROCHIAL RETURNS. 


,C |Baptised Sun. 
infts;adul . |Sch. 
Rev.G. Schober, - 3 1 
. H.Graber, - 
J. Scherer, 6 4G 
Scherer, | 1 40 | 
W. Jenkins, ° 40 
- A. Seechrist, - 32 
- §&. Rothrock, - 2) 1 
- W. Artz; - | 71 | 1 | Report for 2 years 
Total 17/441 


— Resolved, that the sums of $1 29 cents be refunded to the Rev. G. 
Schober, being the sum paid by him for postage on the Minutes of our — 
Synod. 

"Resolved, that the sum of 874 cents be refunded to the Rev’d Wm. 
Artz, being the sum paid by him for postage on the Minutes of East 
Pennsylvania, and the archive from Salisbury to his residence. 

’ Resolved, that the sum of $3 874 cents be refunded to the Rev. H. 
Graber, for the purchase and postage of the Archive to Salisbury. 

Resolved, that the Rev. H, Graber receive $3 out of the Synodical 

fund, for bis translation of the Constitution into the German language. 

Resolved, that the Rev. H. Graber be appointea Ministerial Dele- 

e, and Gen. Paul Barringer, Christopher Melchor, Esq. and George 

inger, Lay Delegates to the next session of the General Synod, to 
meet in the city of Baltimore, next Autumn. ree 

Resolved, that the Rev. Wm. Artz and the Rev'd S. Rothrock 
visit the Congregations under the care of the President, during his 
nce. 

Resolved, that the Rev. Jacob Scherer visit the Lutheran Congre- 
gations ia Smith and Washington counties, as often as possible during - 
the present year, viz: the Church at the widow Colleps, at Chillho- 
wee, on the south fork of Holston, and in Rich Valley. 

Resolved, that the first Friday in August next, be religiously ob- 
served in our Churches, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer. 

Resolved, that the Minutes of this Synod be printed both in the 
English and German languages—and that 300 copies be printed in each. 
Resolved, that the Rev. President superintend the printing. — 
Resolved, that Synod adjourn until to morrow morning, 9 o’clock. 
Session closed with prayer by the Rey. Jacob Scheret-. “ 


6814 
= 5 00 
5 00 


> 


| 


Saturday morning, May 4th. | 
Synod convened and opened with prayer by the Secretary. 
_ The Committee. appointed to examine the Treasurer’s account, 
having attended to the duty assigned them, reported the state of the 
Treasury to be as follows : . | 


Deducted from the ahove, leaves $137.41% 
Received during th:s session from Shoemaker’s charch 006.73 
Received afier the recess of this session‘by Mr. Jacob Zink, 000.50 
Making. . be $144,643 
Resolved, that the above Renort-be. = 


Resolved; that the President address a Pastoral Letter, to the Lu- 
theran Churches within the bounds of this Synod, and that the same 
be annexed to the Minutes. (See Appendix, No. 3.) 

Resolved, that the consideration of the questions proposed to the 
Synod by the Rev. G. Shober, be indefinitely postponed. 

Resolved, that the Rev. Jacob Scherer be request.d to write a let- 
ter to Brother Jenkins in Tennessee, in reply to the one addressed by 


‘ him tothis body. 


Resolved, that 5 copies of the Minutes of this Synod be sent to each 
Lutheran Synod in the United States, and that the same number of 
copies be transmitted to the classis of the German Reformed Church 


in this State. 


Resolved, that a special conference be held on the Saturday pre- 
vious to the second Sunday in September next, at Organ Charch, 
Rowan county. 

Resolved, that a special conference be held on the Saturday pre- 
vious tothe third Sunday in September next, at St. John’s Church, 
Salisbury. | 

‘Resolved, that a special conference be held in St. John’s Church, 
Wythe county, Va., on the second Saturday in May, 1834. 

The business of the Synod having thus been brought to a conclu- 
sion, the question was considered: When and where shall we meet 
next year !—St. Paul’s Church in Wythe county, Va., St. John’s and 
Union Churches in Rowan, and St. John’s Church in Cabarrus coun: 
ty, N. C. had been pro; ; 

An election by ballot having been held, it was decided that the next 
Annual Meeting be held in St. Paul’s Church, Wythe county, Va. 

Resolved, that we meet on the first Sunday in May, 1834. 

' The time and place of the Ministerial Session having been an- 


-nounced by the President, he expressed the thanks of the Ministry 


to the Lay Delegates for their counsel and assistance im the transac- 
tion of the busines of the present session, and to the members of the 
congregation, and the people of the neighborhood generally, for the 
kifid attention and hospitality which they evinced towards the mem- 
bers of this Synod. hs 
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"Phen, in humble prostration, the President, with the whole dssem- 
bly, ascribed gratitude and praise to the Great Shepherd of Israel, for 
the blessing of peace and harmony, which so eminently characterized 
our deliberations, and commended the Church to the gracious protecs 
tion and guidance of Him who said, “I will never leave thee, not 

The Synod was dismissed with the divine benediction. 

'Two-sermons were now preached, as preparatory to the administra, 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, one in the German, by the Rev’d Jacob 
Scherer, from Heb. 6 ch. 1, 2 verses: “ Therefore leaving the princi- 
ples of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection, not layi 
again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith tow- 
ards God ; of the doctrine of baptisms and of laying on of hands, and 
of the resurrection from the dead, and of eternal judgment.” “The 
other sermon was preached in English, by the Rev’d H. Graber, from 
Acts 16 ch. 30,31 verses: “ And brought them out and said, sirsy 
what must I do to be saved? And they said, believe on the Lord Jen 
sus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, an § thy house.” J 

After which a number of young persons, who attended a course of 
catechetical instruction by the Pastor loci, were received into the coms 
munion of the Church, through the sacred and apostolic. rite of confir- 
mation, which the Lutherans in Europe and in the United States have 
faithfully retamed to the presentday. 

The exercises of divine worship were closed with prayer by the 
Rev’d Samuel Rothrock. | | 


MINISTERIAL SESSION. 
_ Saturday Evening, May 4th. F 

Ministerium convened, and opened with prayer by the President. 
The Licentiates Rev’d Jacob Grieson and Rev’d Samuel Rothrock, 


handed in their licences, and several sermons, which were. examin 
and approved. | 
+ Resolved, that the Rev’d Samuel Rothrock and Rev'd Jacob Grei- 
son be examined before the Ministerium. 

Resolved, that the Rev’d 8S. Rothrock be licensed for the term of 
one year. 

Resolved, that the Rev’d J. Greison be licensed for the term of two 
years. | | 

Resolved; that the ceremony of their licensure be performed in the 


Church, on the approaching Sabbath. 
WM. ARTZ, Secretary. 


Sunday, May 5th. | 
On Sunday morning, notwithstanding the unfavorable aspect of the 

weather, a large congregation assembled for divine worship. As the 
Church could not contain more than one-half of the persons present, 


part of the services were conducted ata stand, erected in the woeds, 


‘ 
| 


where Rev'd Samuel Rothrock preached in the English language fron 
Mait. 8 ch. 2d, 3vs. ** And behold there came a leper, and worship. 
ped him, saying: Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And 
Jesus put forth his hand ,» and touched him, saying, I will, be thou clean, 
And immediately his epi ocy was cleaned.” At the same time the 
Rev'd President conducted the services in the Church, by delivering 
an appropriate discourse in the German language, from II Cor. 3 ch. 
4,5, 6, vs. “ And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward.— 
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think | any thing as of ourselves; 
but our sufficiency is of God—who also hath made us able ministers of 
the New Testament ; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit lite 

After singing an hymn, the solemnities of licensure was performed 
by‘an impressive address and charge to the candidates by the President, 
which was conducted by a short prayer. An address was then made 
at the altar by the Rev’d JacobScherer. The Rev'd W. Artz opened 
the services of the communion, when the sacred ordinance instituted 
by the Redeemer as a memorial of his dying love and emblematic of 
the reciprocal union maintained by it between him and his true disci- . 
ples, was dispensed by the pastors J. Scherer and H. Graber, to the 
mnembers of the Synod ; a respectable number of the congregation u- 
niting in its celebration. 

After a short intermission, the devotienal exercises of the day were 
resumed, when the Rev’d Wm. Artz pronounced an english discourse 
at the stand, from Rom. 1 ch. 16 v. “For I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

As these scenes were solemn, impressive and edifying, and the dis- 
courses highly spiritual and evangelical, caleulated to inculcate thie 
pure doctrine of Christ; it is hoped they will produce a salutary effect 
on the neighborhood in which they were seen and heard. 


Ona the 11th of May I received a letter from the Rev’d A. Grimes, 
in which he requests the brethren to excuse his absence from the pres- 
ent session of the Synod. [Secretary. 


EXTRACT 


from the Minutes of the MISSIONARY SOCIETY, composed of 
the members of the Lutheran Synod of N. Carolina. 
Saturday afternoon, May Ath. 

Resolved, that as Rev’d Rosenmiller, Tocsidons of this Society, is 
absent, the Rev'd President of the Synod occupy the.chair. 

Twenty-six persons present subscribed their names as members of 
this society. 

The officers for the ensuing year were elected by ballot, which are : 
Rev'd H. Graber, President; Rev’d Wm. Ariz, Secretary ; ; Theobakl 
Lentz, Treasurer, 
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_ A. committee was appointed to examine the T'reasurer’s account 
and another to alter or amend the Constitution of this Society. 

The society adjourned until Monday morning. 

Prayer by the Rev’d Jacob Greison. | 
~ On Monday, at 9 o'clock, A. M.'the session was opened with pray- 
er by the Secretary. ‘The committee appointed to examine the T'rea- 
gurer’s account, consisting of Rev’d Samuel Rothrock and Benjamin 
Fraily, reported a balance due to the Society of $105 76 cents, which 
was adopted. | 

The Committee appointed to amend the Constitution, consisting of 
the Rev'd President, Rev’d Jacob Scherer, and Rev’d Wm. Artz, pre- 
sented the Constitution with amendments, which were read, and unan- 
 jmously adopted. (See Appendix No. | 

Resolved, that the Constitution in its amended form be printed with 
the Minutes. 

A committee, consisting of the Rev’d H. Graber, Rev’d S. Rothrock 
and Benjamin F’raily, was chosen to employ a Missionary for the en- 
‘suing year. | 

The following gentlemen were nominated-as Directors of the Soci- 
ety for the ensuing year: Theobald Lentz, Ludwick Summer, Wm. 
Artz, Jacob Boon, Jacob Scherer, Martin M. Walcher. | 

Resolved, that the Rev’d S. Rothrock receive the sum of $25 for 
his missionary labors, for the term of one month. 

Resolved, that the next session of this Society be held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Wythe County,. Va., at the close of the Synodical session. 

‘Concluded with singing an hy:nn, and prayer by the Rev’d S. Roth. 
rock. Dismissed with the divine benediction by the President. 

True extract. | WM. ARTZ, Secretary. 


APPENDIX, No. 


Constitution of the Missionary Society. . 
PREAMBLE. 


Beholding the desolate condition of many of our Churches, and con. 
templating the miseries attendant on their deplorable state, and earn- 
estly desiring to administer to their wants and necessities, we hereby 
resolve to use our feeble endeavors, that the blessings and consolations 
of the Gospel may be more abundantly enjoyed by them ;—therefore 
we, the members composing the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North 
Carolina have formed ourselves into a Missionary and Education So- 
ciety to carry the proposed object into effect, and thus be meet instru- 
ments of good in the hands of Almighty God. We have, therefore, 


adopted the following constitution. : 

Arr. I. This Society shall be called * The Evangelical Latheran Educat:on 
and Missionary Sociéty of the members composing the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of N. Carolina,” and shall meet annoally at such time and place as tie 
officers may appoint. | 


— 
> 
| 


- - 


' 


Anr. If. The officers of this Society shall be a President, Secretary, and 
Wreasvurer, and six Directors, and shall be elected annually by ballot. | 

The Society shall appoint the Directors, who may serve for such terms as jt 
may deem expedient. 

s Bos ill. A committee of three shall be annually elected by ballot, who shall 
be authorized to enga « one or more Missionaries, who shall keep a regular 
urna! of al! their labours, an account of their receipts and expenditures, and 
report the same to said committee, who shall report to the Society at its next 
annual meeting. 

' Art. IV. An order from this Committee attested by one of the Directors, on 
the Treasurer, shall be a sufficient voucher for him to pay a Missionary the va- 
ine of his labours. | | 
* Art. V. No Missionary, employed by this Society, shall receive a sum ex- 


‘ @eeding twenty-five dollars, as a compensation for hig labors, per month. 


Art. VI. The Treasurer shall give bond and secutity in such sum as the 
board of Directors may suggest, and hand in, at the annual meeting, a written 
statement of bis accounts for examination. 

Arr. VII. Nine members shall constitute a quorum, who may transact any 
business belonging to this Society, and such members who cannot attend, may 
Bppoint proxies by a simple power of attorney, to act in their stead. 

Art. VIII. Every person who subscribes and pays 50 cents, or more, annual- 


ly, shall be considered a member. 


Arr. IX. Any person who pays the sum of $10 at one time, shall be consid- 
ered a member for life. Any person who pays the sum of $20 at one time, shall 
be a Director for life, and be permitted to take a seat with the regular board. 
Art. X. Every Minister who subscribes to the articles of this Constitution, & 
asmany Lay-men asthe Society may appoint, shall -be agents to obtain mem- 


bers and solicit and receive contributions and donations for the same. 


Arr. XI. No person shall have the priviledges of a member, whose arrears 
pre notannually settled with the Treasurer. 
‘ Arr. XI. No Missionary shal! be employed, except he be licensed by some 
regularly constituted Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Arr. XII]. This Constitution can only be altered and amended at the annu- 
al meeting of the Society, when a quorum of the subscribers are present, and for 
this purpose two-thirds of the members present shal] be necessary. 


Thus unanimously adopted at the session of the Society held in 


- Bhoemaker’s Church, Guilford County, N. C. May 6th, 1833. 


APPENDIX, No. IL. 
Extract of the President’s Report. 


Dear Brethren in the Lord :—It has fallen to my lot to perform the 
pleasing task of presenting you with a written statement of ecclesias- 
tical affairs -within the bounds of this Rev’d Body, at the opening of 
this Session, It must indeed be gratifying to us all, that the Lord yet 
permits the light of his countenance to shine upon us, and that we have 
still received new evidences of divine protection and favor during the 
last Synodical year, amidst the trials and difficulties to which our por- 
tion of the Lutheran Zion is exposed. We, as well as our little flock 
over which the Holy Ghost has made us overseers, cannot be sufficient- 
dy thankful to our Divine Head and common Lord for the riches of his 
- Itaffords us a t deal of christian pleasure, that we have 
teen permitted and enabled by a merciful Providence to meet each 
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other once more with cheerful countenances and brotherly love, for the 
urpose of transacting the concerns of the people committed to our 
charge, and to promote the welfare of the Church of God in general. 

Some time after the recess of the last Synod, I received a Jetter from 
the Rev’d Mr. Kaempfer, containing a request of an honoroble dis- 
mission from this body.._I accordingly complied with his request.— 
Besides this, I was directed by a resolution of last Synod, to address 
an affectionate letter to Mr. John Reichart, and invite him to attend 
our present meeting. I can apprize the Synod that I have done ‘80, 

but received no answer. oe 

About the first of January last, the Rev'd §, Rothrock, a student 
from the Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, came to me well re- 
commended by that institution, and applied for licence. After I had 
examined him and found him qualified, I licensed him uatil this ses- 
sion of the Ministerium; with a design that he should visit, as often as 
practicable, as a Missionary, all our vacant congregations in Lincoln, 
Cabarrus, Rowan, Davidson and Stokes Counties. Mr. Rothrock im- 
mediately commenced his tour, and has performed his duty for the term 
of one month, and is now entitled to a reasonable compensation for 
his missionary labors. 

His missionary labours, however, became frustrated, when the Rev. 
Tabler relinguished his congregations, and left this country, without 
any hope of serving our Church again in N, Carolina. Mr. Tabler 
brought before me satisfactory dismissions from all the congregations 
to which he was restricted, which, if required, 1, am able to lay before 
this Synod at any time during the session. Considering his own cir- 
cumstances, and his usefulness elsewhere, I gave him, at his repeated 
request, an honorable dismission. ‘The Congregations have since been 
attended by the Rev’d S. Rothrock, except St. Michael’s Church, in 
Iredell county, which has been in connexion with these congregations 
for a number of years, and therefore, merits the attention of this Synod. 

There are, moreover, a number of Congregations in Lincoln, Ca- 
barrus, Rowan, Davidson, and Stokes Counties, that are not supplied 
with Ministers of our Church, the most of which are still suffering by 
sectarism, and, if they cannot be supplied speedily with ministerial aid 
by our Synod, they must, in all probability, dwindle away. 

These Congregations ought, therefore, to be taken into considera- 
tion by this Synod, and as they afe weak and too far apart (except 
those in Lincoln,) to form two ordinary stations for two located Minis- 
ters—nor is it probable that they could receive an adequate support 
under present circumstances ;—I would recommend that a zealous 
Minister of our Church be procured as soon as practicable, to visit all 
these congregations as often as he can, for oue year, with the privilege 
of locating himself wherever he can be supperted by them; and in case 


he should not receive an adequate support, that we assist him, as far as 
we are able. 


It must not be omitted to apprize this body, that more copies of the 
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minutes were ordered to be printed last year, than was resolved when 
in session, on account of the repeated calls for the constitution. The 
number of copies was increased from 300 to 600. 

And now, Brethren, may God grant that our present meeting may 
be for good. May the wisdom, which is from above, enlighten our 
minds, enlarge our views, and aid us in our proceedings, that by our 
united and individual efforts the prosperity of his Church, and the glo- 
ry of his name on earth may be promoted. AMEN. _ 

, Rev'd H. GRABER, President. 


PASTORAL LETTER. 


To the repective Congregations within the bounds of the 
SYNOD OF NORTH-CAROLINA., 


Beloved Brethren! 

Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that he 
might deliver us from this nt evil world, according to the will of God 
our Father: to whom be glory forever and ever! Amen. 

Subsequent to this Apostolical salutation, it was imposed on me, as a 
_ duty, by the last session of our Synod, to address a friendly letter of this 
kind to you. As many members of our highly esteemed church in this 
country have no opportunity to become acquainted with the present state 
of the church to which they belong, in the United States, a brief view of 
its present state will, therefore, be herewith exhibited to them. In the 
first : The elder Reverend Preachers, as well as the elder respec- 
tive members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, still well reeollect the 
time by means of instruction of their fathers, who having been moved by 
the spirit of God, to forsake the garden of the church in Europe, and 
made their vo to America, with the good design also to build up the 
Kingdom of externally and internally, and to extend it in this acci- 
dental land. This was done at a time when they found the greatest dif- 
ficulties in the way—when the inhabitants of the land were yet generally 
im a great measure immoralized—-when the small number of the mem- 
bers of the church was dispersed like sheep having no shepherd--whien 
they found no commodious Temple and no Synod in existence. Yet 
these pious and faithful pastors of the flock were not discouraged by the 
difficulties in the way, nor did they deviate froin any essential point of 
doccrine—the spirit of fanaticism they regarded not, but actuated first on 
the understanding of their hearers, and then on their hearts. ‘The cate- 
cheticalinstruction of the young people was one of their favorite employs, 
by which they laid an immoveable foundation of the christian religion in 
the hearts of them. By these, and other profitable efforts ot these pious 
fathers of the church, large and flourishing congregations were soon 
found to exist. How were then, the good designs of those men crowned 
with the blessing of God! eed 
In order to transact the concerns of this fast increasing ehurch, and to 
romote the salvation. of immortal souls, the Reverend Fathers of it, with 


their little flock, often engaged in fervent prayer to their God, entreating, 
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him, that he would im mercy accompany their labour with a rich and’ 
rpetual blessing: and that their prayers were heard and answered, 
the present hour is still a remarkable proof. 

- Whereas the Reverend Fathers weil knew from the word of God and 
their own experience, that in, and since the days of the Apostles, cértain 
hostilities, always more or less menaced the Christian Church, that the 

urity of her doctrine had been attacked, and that her extension had 

n interrupted: they resolved to take her into a more special protec- 
tion. .For this purpose the Reverend Clergy and an equal number of 
_ Lay Delegates convened at a certain place, in order to do, by the aid of | 
—God, the best for the Church at large, so often as the necessity of the 
ease required. ‘This Convention is termed: The Synodical Meeting, or 
Synod of our church; with it, however, is always a Ministerial Meeting, 
or Ministerium connected. The first nara 5“ this kind, on this side of 
the Atlantic Ocean, was held in the State of Pennsylvania. ’ 

The great advantage that resulted from this regulation for our church, 
was soon conceived by others, of its members, in the United States. By 
the rapid extension and powerful increase of the church, opportunities 
and necessities presented themselves trom time to time, for the promo- 
tion of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, to form the other Synods of our church 
in the United States. The Evangelical Lutheran Church counts at this 
time nine Synods, viz: 

1. The Synod of East-Pennsylvania, conists of 54 preachers; these have the 
charge of 145 congregations, baptized 3894, confirmed 1847, and communed 
18361 in one year, — 

2. The Synod of New York, consists of 23 preachers; these have the charge 
of 25 congregations, baptized 518, confirmed 94, and communed 1543 in one 

ear. | 
. 3. The Synod of Ohio, consists of 30 preachers ; these have the charge of 140 
congregations, baptized 2339, confirmed 1176, and communed 10242 in one year. 

4. The Synod of Maryland and Virginia, consists of 16 preachers ; these have 
the charge of 48 congregations, baptized 1398, confirmed 762, and communed 
5365 in one year. 

5. The Synod of West-Pennsylvania, consists of 31 preachers; these have 
the charge of 121 congregations, baptized 2231, confirmed 1337, and commnn- 
ed 9872 in one year. 

6. The Synod of South-Carolina, consists of 11 preachers; these have the 
charge of 34 congregations, baptized 381, confirmed 239, and communed 1752 
in one year. 

7. The Hartwick-Synod, N. Y., consists of 13 preachers; these have the 
charge of 34 congregations, baptized 660, confirmed 90, and communed 2332 in 
one year. 

8. The Synod of Virginia, consists of 8 preachers ; These have the charge of 
28 congregations, baptized 551, confirmed 90, and coummuned 207 in our year. 

9. The Synod of Norti-Carolina, consists at present of 10 preachers; these — 
have the charge of from 30 to 40 congregations, according to their last report 
they have baptized 441 children and 2 adults, confirmed 144, communed 1994, 
and burried 71 in one year.— [here are 2 Sunday Schools under their charge. 

As it is, for several reasons, impossible to give an entire perfect re- 
port of this kind, it is hoped that every reader will excuse the imperfec- 
tions that may be found to appear in it. 

In this large field of labor in general, are not only many vacant con- 


gregations to be found still, but there are also many prospects of forming 
new congregations. | 


Several! of the Synods who had the welfare of the whole church espe- 
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cially at heart, with a view to retain the unity and purity of the doctring: 
of her, as well as to be enabled to give to all her respective members at 
large, a more general fosterage for their souls, they have, as is well 
known, organized the General Synod, or formed an advisory body, in the. 
month of Octeber, 1820. ‘This body consists merely of those delegates of 
such District-Synods, who have attached themselves to it, and whom the 
same may deem expedient to send to that body. The Synod of Mary- 
land and Virginia, the Synod of West-Pennsylvania, as well as the Hart- 
wick-Synod, N. Y., and the Synod of North- Carolina, send their delegates 
at such time, and to that place, which may be appointed for this purpose, 
As this advisory body has merited the applause by the establishment of a. 
Theological Seminary, at Gettysburg, Pa., and distinguished itself by o- 
ther exploits calculated to promote the general interest of the Church, it is 
believed, that some of the other Synods will soon atéach themselves to ‘ 
that Reverend body. 
Besides this, however, our Church is enabled to count three Theolo- 
ical Seminaries ot learning, viz: Hartwick-Seminary, in Otsego county, 
. ¥., established Anno 1815; and within several of the latter years the 
Synods of South-Carolina and Ohio, each, has established a Theological 
Seminary. From these high institutions of literature, our Church has re- 
ceived much already in part, and has a right to expect still a great deal 
more from them in the whole.—In general the spirit of a holy and pious 
zeal prevails among the Ministers of our Church, aud among many of its 
faithful members, who have oy Cape and aided them in the prosecution 
of the good cause. ‘This spirit has also distinguished itself in the forma- 
tion of Missionary, and Education, ‘Tract and other benevolent Societies, 
as well as in the formation of many Sunday-Schools, in our Church. 
_Herewith, beloved brethren of the same faith! a brief view has been 
given you, of the state of our Church in the United States. It therefore 
ever a church enjoyed the blessing of God, it must have been ours; must 
not all of you confess this! Permit me therefore to wish: O that our 
hearts were open for several remarks! and this: 

]. For thankfulness. ‘The God of our fathers, who have borne the 
burden and heat of the day, has by his mighty aid, and his all-overrul- 
ing Providence so ordered it, that we were born in a christian Land, 
in a Church which is distinguished for the purity of her doctrines and 
consolation of faith—in which the Lord has poured out his blessings 
in copious effusion from heaven, over fathers and mothers, over sons 
and daughters, and ail the pious members of her hitherto. What is it 
that gives us so much comfort—what, that maketh us so happy? as the 
religion of Jesus Christ, which our Church preaches? O! how thank- 
ful ought we not to be, to the Lord, for the establishment, preservation: 
and extension of his church; and for the adoption of us worthless 
‘worms into her bosom! 

2. To a proper education of the youth. The young people are the 

hope of the Church; and if they are neglected the hope is lost. Had 
the fathers, as well in the Laical as in the Clerical rank, not paid so 
much attention to them, our Church would certainly not be in so’ 
flourishing a condition as we behold her at present. Much has been 
done already, but mucli more remains yet to be done in this respect. 


The children of some parents grow up and the wickedness with them; 
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hoy are at cursing, vo never at praying ; of foll 
are. tal, bit of the fundamental bat nner at of aly 
eve entirely empty. , Parents who neglect their duties: towards their 
ghildren, ate admonished to pay..more attention to, and nee more 
with regard to this important subject. 
canbe done at home, by. week and Sunda Schools, es 
y. by’ catechetical instruction. To give children their: choice 
many of this life, is-acting magnanimously or with a great- 
ness of but.is with @ complete instruction in the chris- 
“tian religion: without foundation. In this case righteousness ‘must 
give away to unrighteousness, for, the injunction.of the 
«gare uot be Therefore briag ‘up your children-in the 
{-Harture snd admonition of the Lord, and they will never refuse when 
,. they have come to thé maturity of their undetatanding, to bé.instruct- | 
ed in the teuths of christian teligion, and to enlise under the 
banner of Jesus Christ 
3. ‘To a knowledge of the interest. The interest which 
+ obtains froma proper education, will be better disclosed in a blissful — 
_ eternity, than itcan here be conceived. Yet; we cen already in this 
life, in.some measure enjoy, and. the inter- 
est at our souls, yea, it. be prepared for heavenatlast.—Ignorance 
is always the mother of all errors. Religion, without'a koow- 
ledge cannot ‘stand. Man must always first know aright, before he 
“ean feel aright. The understanding. of man must first be enlightea 
‘ved.and cleared up, or his conscience will make bim a fool—For, the | 
‘conscience will always confirm the apprebensious of the undetstand- 
now, if the understanding errs, the conscience will etr 
but if the understanding be correct, man can, in so far, always rely 
wpon the testimony of his conscience: Unenlightened men willever 
-€onsidef only, what they can ‘see with their eyes, or what they can ita 
~-@omprehend with their other senses, without examining-the spiritof 

the thing.—They wil, naturally, expect something extraotdinary.in 
“matters of religion, and are continually looking for'some sign ;/but, 
ae shall ‘no sign (of this kind) be given them, saith-the Lord. 

It is therefore, for our own interést, my brethron, to-have a proper 
«knowledge of the truths of the christian religion, which cam never be 
om better obtained, than in the days of mature youth. For, then: is the pe 
mataral vigor still in full action—the ideas quick and sharp-—the 
* ory.strong—the heart yet tender and open to receive the doctrines of — 
‘their temporal and eternal welfare ; and if they will be’ governed by 
“themeand do:jastice to their own souls accordingly, their hearts. will 
‘become established by grace; ond not be carried with 
in our days, who delight to tarry outside about the duor ot the 
ehure adventure’ are baptized—but otherwise they belong. 
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wil have in the end the healthiest, look. 


Recording to the 
your familiés;“for, to this 


‘Pray therefore with me for the whol 


ato no promise... Will Hot from, sin, but. 
have nade covenant with the world, to offer up‘ all. their strength: to” ! 
. Satan and sin The principal reason of whieh is,-because ‘such: be. 
Ghgs were negleeted in the days of their: youth, whien they were plix: 
pow they know neither themselves nor their own wretchedness; 
either the Lord Jesus Christ, worth of his 


‘Finally, iti is the sired duty of niinisters ‘of oat Rritizelice 
according to the of the’ Lord,’ in 
able, to all their. exertions and: in the tive 
es s of their charge, that the children of the charch be moseiad 
in due time, but that they also be thoroughly instructed in. 
proper season; ‘according to 
old rule of the church, before they be confirmed and admit: | 
the Holy Euchorist.— The interest: of which will remain per- 
for the whole church. 
Brethren in the ministry 
also enjoined upon us: my 
best attention to the ldmbs add. always gives them the 


‘the truths of the christian religion, in. a 
the 


yr 


JBut Jearn als from this, beloved: that it is 
“yout sacred duty likewise, to'aid your Pastor, and: s0 to support 
that be be-not interrupted in the discharge of ‘his' office,.by anxious 
Tor sustenance, and that your own souls may, not suffer. on-ac- 
count of it." When he discharges his office amongst you with faithful- 
precepts of the Lord, honor:him,;and.obey him _ 
purpose ye have called him; be- — 
it is he that watcheth over your souls, and-teacheth. youthe way 


GRABER, President, 
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